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INTRODUCTION

A MODERN solid fuel appliance, like any
other item of household equipment, gives
most satisfaction when it is properly selected
and correctly fixed. Then it is unlikely to give
any trouble at all. There are occasions,
however, particularly where the older types of
inset open fires are still used, when the
problem of the smoky fire presents itself.

Smoke problems and lack of chimney
draught are caused by poor chimney design
and construction, insufficient sweeping of the
chimney and any internal flueways in the
appliance or unfavourable site conditions.

The purpose of this booklet is to describe
the likely causes and to explain what can be
done about them. It is, however, almost
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inevitable that a booklet concerned with faults
and remedies might give an erroneous impres-
sion of the extent and severity of the troubles
it describes. To be reasonably comprehensive,
however, it is desirable to cover the rare cases
as well as the more simple ones, and the fact
that so many possible causes of smokiness of
fires have been dealt with must not be taken
to mean that all the faults described are either
frequently met or necessarily difficult to
remedy.

If after reading this booklet there is any
doubt about how to make your chimney
function properly, contact The Northern Ireland
Coal Advisory Service (NICAS) on 0845 7125300
for free advice.






